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On the track I was impressed by the handling and per-
formance of the BMW SUVs, and had no idea vehicles in
this class could attain such extreme levels of performance
and outstanding control.

The interior

The cockpit is M-specific and features a great
number of sophisticated driver assistance systems.

The instrument cluster features a variable pre-warn-
ing field in the rev counter, specific vehicle function dis-
plays and white display illumination. Driving is further
enhanced by innovative driver assistance systems with
cruise control incorporating its own brake function.

Standard features include, electrical seat adjustment
complete with a memory function, seat heating at the
front, two-zone automatic air conditioning, an automat-
ed tailgate. The BMW X6 has an electronically operated
sunroof, while the BMW X5 has a panoramic sunroof.

The wide range of optional features available on
both models include; four-zone automatic air condi-
tioning, active seat ventilation, full leather upholstery
in Merino leather, the BMW Individual High End audio
system, adaptive headlights and a High-Beam Assistant.

The exclusive character of both the BMW X5 M and
the BMW X6 M results, to a large extent, from a level
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of driving performance never seen before — even in
this particular segment. Both models offer the ultimate
in every respect, providing performance and dynamic
driving reserves quite unique to the competition, and
ensures an experience of unlimited supremacy in eve-
ryday traffic.

I am not going to dwell on the exterior except to
mention that it differs from its siblings in that the M
models feature air intakes and skirts that will do a fight-
er jet proud. It looks like it means business, and that is
precisely what it does.

I take my hat off to my driving colleague, Sudhir
Matai from ‘Car’, for really showing me what the X5 M
and X6 M are capable of.

My recommendation to any person is, spoil yourself
and get that adventurous inner child fired up, go for a test
drive in any one of these two refined but gentle brutes.

Competitors at this level of performance are the
Mercedes Benz ML 63 AMG and the Porsche Cayenne
Turbo S Tiptronic.

The BMW X5 M is priced at R1 225 000; and the BMW
X6 M at R1 260 000. It’s competitors, Mercedes Benz ML
63 AMG goes for R1 1690 00 and the Porsche Cayenne
Turbo S Tiptronic a whopping R1 700 000, giving BMWM
a price advantage.




